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Taking action to tackle anti-social behaviour in  
Bethnal Green ward 

 
 

 
 
 
 

At the Community Safety walkabout and police ward panel meeting in April 2017, you told 
us anti-social behaviour (ASB), speeding vehicles, drug dealing and drug use (in particular 
nitrous oxide) were serious concerns for you. Since April, we have developed an issues 
plan and the council, Police Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) and Tower Hamlets Homes 
have been working together to tackle these issues. Furthermore, this information was used 
by the SNT to set their next ward priorities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You Said, We Did 
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Actions taken so far include:  
 
Rogers Estate - Sceptre Road  

 The SNT increased patrols of the area following reports of speeding vehicles, drug 
dealing from cars and ASB associated to alcohol and nitrous oxide abuse. This 
resulted in two males receiving a custodial sentence, including one suspended 
sentence for a male breaching his Anti-Social Behaviour Injunction (ASBI) conditions 

 The SNT conducted speed enforcement operations in the area, which resulted in a 
number of stop and searches and utilisation of Section 59 vehicle seizures Act in 
relation to vehicles associated with ASB 

 Councillor Sirajul Islam liaised on behalf of residents and provided evidence of 
speeding vehicles along Sceptre Road to the Council’s Transport & Highways Team. 
As a result, the Transport & Highways Team agreed to replace existing speed 
humps with new sinusoidal humps, to deter speeding vehicles along this road 

 The Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers (THEOs) conducted a number of patrols in 
the area and submitted intelligence reports that included drugs paraphernalia found 
in stairwells and vehicles linked to ASB  

 The Rapid Response Team (RRT) will continue to monitor the area to engage with 
young people suspected of causing ASB 

 The SNT conducted leaflet drops of the Online Watch Link (OWL) scheme and 
updated their local membership of the area. The team also reported a 42% reduction 
in ASB related incidents within the ward  

 
Harpley Square - Raynham House 

 The THEOs conducted a number of ASB patrols in the area and used their powers to 
move groups found to be loitering or causing ASB in the area 

 The THEOs obtained names and addresses for two individuals causing ASB and 
forwarded this information on to Tower Hamlets Homes to investigate and action 

 Tower Hamlets Homes (THH) agreed to conduct a further site visit with Councillor 
Islam and Head of Environment Services for Raynham House, to identify 
environmental alterations to deter drug dealing, drug use and rough sleeping in 
hotspot areas of the building. Once changes have been conducted, Tower Hamlets 
Homes will write to residents to encourage reporting of these issues, including 
details of the Street Link Team, who engage with rough sleepers for further support 
and intervention   

 The SNT conducted patrols of the area and identified two suspects in breach of their 
civil injunctions, which led to two prison sentences for both suspects. A further 
suspect found to be in breach of their civil injunction is currently waiting for 
sentencing 

 The SNT conducted leaflet drops of the OWL scheme and reported new members 
signing up each week, providing a more extensive coverage of the OWL system in 
the ward 

 
Morpeth Street 

 The SNT changed their shift patterns so that the team were more visible and 
patrolling this location in the evenings, when reports of drug dealing, ASB and 
Nitrous Oxide abuse from cars increased  

 The SNT in partnership with the Council’s Trading Standards and Licencing Team 
conducted test purchasing operations to identify premises selling Nitrous Oxide 
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canisters. The operation found that that none of the premises targeted in the Bethnal 
Green ward were selling the Nitrous Oxide canisters  
 

Tuscan House 

 THH repaired the broken car park girder gate and provided keys to only residents 
who have permission to use the car park, also reminding residents to lock the gate 
when not in use 

 THH will write to residents to encourage reporting of ASB, noise  and Nitrous Oxide 
abuse from cars in the car park, so that suspects and vehicles can be identified for 
further intervention 

 The RRRT deployed two mobile sessions locally in the Globe Road area (every 
Saturdays, 2pm - 5pm, and detached session every Thursdays, 5:30pm - 8:30pm), 
to identify and engage with young people suspected of causing ASB. The team 
managed to engage with two groups (aged 13-18), and currently reviewing additional 
resources and activities to keep the groups engaged, cohesive and motivated to 
make positive long term steps for their future  

 
Warley Street 

 THH removed the two abandoned vehicles left in the car park  

 The SNT utilised Section 59 Vehicle Seizures Act and Section 36 Psychoactive 
Substances Act (2016) to target suspects causing ASB from cars and minimising the 
use of Nitrous Oxide canisters  

 The SNT issued a number of fines for littering as a result of misusing Nitrous Oxide  

 The SNT identified environmental alterations to make the entrance of Meath 
Garden’s less accessible to moped riders. Recommendations were made for the 
Council to install blockers to the side of the chicanes 

 The SNT provided reassurance to local residents and will continue to patrol this area 
as part of their priority locations 
 

Parkview Estate - Pomeroy House 

 The SNT and local businesses are working together to identify drug dealers, drug 
users and suspects causing ASB by the use of OWL and via the regular reassurance 
patrols  

 The Drug Intervention Programme (DIP) THEOs conducted a number of patrols to 
Pomeroy House and found drugs paraphernalia left on the stairwells. Although no 
drug users were encountered during these visits, the team will continue to patrol the 
area to identify and offer support to anyone found to be abusing drugs at this location  

 
Bonner Primary School - Stainsbury Street 

 The SNT extended patrols to this area and will utilise Section 59 Vehicle Seizures 
Act and Section 36 Psychoactive Substances Act (2016) to target suspects causing 
ASB from cars and minimising the use of Nitrous Oxide canisters  

 The SNT will continue to stop and search and issue ASB warnings to those found to 
be abusing Nitrous Oxide and littering as a result. To act as a further deterrent, the 
SNT will follow these up with ASB injunctions (ASBIs) to anyone found to be an ASB 
re-offender 
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Mayor of Tower Hamlets, John Biggs said: “I am committed 
to reducing crime and making all neighbourhoods across the 
borough safer for everyone”.  
 
Chief Inspector Safer Neighbourhoods Tower Hamlets 
Borough, Martin Kirby said:  
"I want my officers to be visible and accessible to their 
communities. This is key to improving public confidence and 
understanding resident concerns around crime and disorder". 
 
Cllr Asma Begum, cabinet member for Community Safety, 
said:  “We are working with the whole community and taking 
action to combat crime and antisocial behaviour in our 
borough”  
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INFORMATION FROM YOU IS VITAL 
 
Tower Hamlets Council, police, and partners, will continue to listen to your 
concerns and take action to make Bethnal Green a safer place. 
 
Help and support is available but we need you to report your issues to one 
of the numbers (or online) below: 
 

Police (in an emergency)   999 
Police (non emergency)   101 

 

Or use the following numbers/online reporting methods:   
 
Bethnal Green Safer Neighbourhood Team  0208 721 2849 
 
Tower Hamlets Homes      0800 917 5918 
 
Street Link        0300 500 0914 
(Rough sleeper referral)      www.streetlink.org.uk 
          
OWL - Online Watch Link     www.owl.co.uk/met 
(Register for latest messages and local crime alerts)     
 
24 hour statutory noise number    0207 364 5007 
(Response: Thursday-Sunday: 8pm - 3.30am) 
 
Streetline Team      0207 364 5004 
(Free bulk rubbish collection: 9am - 5pm)  
 
Crimestoppers       0800 555 111 
(Anonymously) 
 
Thank you for your support - we will continue to take action to address 
issues in Bethnal Green 
 

http://www.streetlink.org.uk/
http://www.owl.co.uk/met

